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Drinking Deeply 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

ñA little knowledge is a dangerous thing.ò  This is the shortened version of the 
quote from Alexander Pope (1709) "A little learning is a dangerous thing; drink 
deep, or taste not the Pierian spring: there shallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 
and drinking largely sobers us again.ò  The Pierian spring is sacred to the mus-
es in Greek mythology; the metaphorical source of knowledge of the arts and 
sciences. 
 

We may have heard someone proclaim that they are going off to ñfind them-
selves.ò  Sounds like something Alexander Pope would approve of; Iôm just not 
so sure Jesus would.  Often ñfinding oneôs selfò involves 
breaking away from a situation or a personal relationship 
and venturing out on oneôs own.  This involves a break-
ing free of community, and Jesus emphasizes the need 
for, and benefit of, community.  But, this is likely a sec-
ondary concern. 
 

I suspect Christ might be more comfortable with us being 
in a state of ñuncomfortably unknowing ourself.ò  Yes, 
there is comfort in ñknowingò ourself, but there is also a 
trap in that ñknowing.ò  When there is something we are 
unclear about, and particularly something we donôt have 
hard data on, our ñknowledgeò on the the subject tends to 
be what we project what we want that nebulas thing to be 
upon it.   
 

Take God for instance.  Any number of theologians and philosophers have ob-
served that when faced with an unquantifiable God, we tend to fill in the blanks 
with our own preferences, making God in our image.  We project upon God all 
sorts of human emotions and characteristics, most of which (if not all) are ill-
fitting. Anne Lamott humorously states ñYou can safely assume that you've cre-
ated God in your own image when it turns out that God hates all the same peo-
ple you do.ò 
 

While we may be more quantifiable than God (it is easy to determine our height, 
weight, eye color, age, favorite food, etc.), we are still largely mysterious.  In 
ñfinding ourselvesò and then attempting to become that which we have found, 
are we sure we fond the right ñusò?  Did we drink deeply from the Pierian spring, 
or just sip lightly and become intoxicated with some idea of ñselfò?  Even if our 

search did reveal some, and possibly many, true insights about ñus,ò how  
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ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 

complete of a picture is that?  In trying to become a partial picture of who 
Christ created us to be, our efforts will tend to preclude the previously 
unidentified aspects of ourself.   
 

So rather than trying to become something, quite possibly we can be tru-
er to who Christ created us to be by ñunbecoming.ò  Unbecoming the pro-
jections we have placed on ourself.  Unbecoming the projections society 
has placed on who we are or should be.  Setting aside the notion that 
ñIôm just that way éò and being open to what way Christ is leading us.   
 

This ñunbecomingò may be a little uncomfortable. This may produce 
some anxiety - for we donôt know who Christ created us to be and where 
Christ is leading us.  If it makes you feel any better, Christ did leave some 
sign posts along the way: we are to be prayerful, to be loving, to seek 
justice, to serve others, and to be in community to name a few.  And, 
ñunbecomingò just may lead us to life, life abundant, the ñtrue lifeò that 
Jesus created the person we are to, in fact, live.  
 

Pastor Scott 

SESSION NOTES 
April 17, 2018 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Helena met on Tuesday, 
April 17, 2018 at 6:30 PM at the Church.  Rev. Scott Wipperman opened 
with worship and communion in the sanctuary.  Reverend Wipperman 
(Scott) moderated the meeting. 
 

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Judy Birch, Linda 
Bench, Marvin Carpenter, Kathy Chambers, Marshall Gingery, John 
Gneckow, Dianna Goodman, Melissa Stiles and John Warren.    Excused 
were:  Mary Craigle, Marsha Davis, and Matthew Richards.  Also, in at-
tendance:  Clerk of the Session Elaine Gingery, Elder Elect Mary Wright, 
Elder Elect Joe Steffens, Elder Elect John Coefield, and Deacon Joy Ed-
gar.    
 

Marshall Gingery moved to give Elders elect John Coefield, Joe Steffens, 
and Mary Wright voice at this meeting.  Judy Birch seconded the motion 
and it passed. 
 

PASTORôS REPORT:  Printed report attached.  Scott reminded us 
that we are still in the midst of Easter, of celebrating the risen Christ.  
Scott reported that March was a strong giving month but also a high ex-
pense month.   Ordination for Elders and Deacons will take place on May 
20 on Pentecost Sunday. 
 

CLERKôS REPORT:  Thank you notes for donations were received 
from Good Samaritan and Glacier Camp.  The Clerk reported that Pastor 
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ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

Scottôs ten-year anniversary of his ordination is June 15.  This church will 
celebrate with Scott with a worship service and reception on June 3.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Administration Committee:  Elder Linda Bench reported.  Financial 
report from WIPFLi is not correct.  Jill Lloyd will be in the office on   
Tuesdays and Thursdays and will assume the financial position the first 
of  July.   
 

The Administration Committee approved $180 for Bibles for Youth Minis-
tries, $250 for Vacation Bible School and $1000 for the National Youth 
Workers Convention from the Anderson Trust.  An email vote concerning 
the $1000 to negate the awarding due to a perceived shortage of funds.  
This vote passed.  Additional information was received so this will be re-
visited at the next Admin meeting.   
 

Building and Grounds:  Elder Marvin Carpenter reported and dis-
tributed his report.  He reported that security cameras will be installed in 
the church.  There is ice and water damage on the roof and the insur-
ance adjuster is coming to look at the damage. 
 
The Garage sale will be May 18 and 19.  This money will be used for 
building repairs and maintenance.  Presbyterian Women will be handling 
the estate sale for Lona Albrightôs house furnishings.   
 

Marvin has been in contact with the Spanglish (Pre School) to notify 
them that their rent will go to $900 for September through May and $425 
for June through August.   
 

Scott will talk with the priest at the Cathedral concerning their use of our 
parking lot.   
 

Education Committee:  Elder Melissa Stiles reported.  The dates for 
Vacation Bible School are set for June 11 ï 15.  
 

Congregational Fellowship:  Elder Linda Bench reported.  A printed 
report is attached.  Dates to note are:  Pot Luck/Inquirers Class on April 
29, Brewers Baseball on July 18, and BINGO on April 20 and May 18.  
The first Lost Soles Hike will be May 20, weather permitting. 
 

Mission Committee:   Elder Melissa Stiles distributed and dis-
cussed the Mission Committee report.   The next church project from the 
Giving Catalog will be donations for Farm Bundles which includes small 
animals and tools for farmers at a cost of $1300.  We will take donations 
through the summer. 
 

Presbytery donated $2000 to purchase baby formula and other needed 
items for the Blackfoot Indian Reservation during this hard winter.  Dona-
tions in our church to offset the Presbytery expense were $230.  Presby-
terian Disaster also contributed $7500 to this need.  The One Great Hour  
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of Sharing offering is $467 and will be forwarded to the national office. 
 

Personnel Committee:  Elder John Warren reported.  The Personnel  
Policy Manual is being reviewed and updated.  The Administrative Assis- 
tant will have a petty cash fund of $20 for such items as returned post-
age.   
 

ACTION ITEM:  Recommend to Session to approve a contribution to 
the Board of Pensionôs 403b program with a deduction from Pastor 
Scottôs salary.  There is no cost to the church.  Deductions will begin with 
the April 30 payroll.  The Clerk of Session will be the signer as employer.   
This will be available to other staff members as well.  The motion was 
voted upon favorably. 
 

Worship Committee:  Elder Dianna Goodman reported, and the re-
port was distributed.  CRE Butch Plowman will fill the pulpit on June 17. 
 

Les Cramer is taking pictures for a new church directory.  Sign up list is 
on the Fellowship table. 
 

Deacon Report:  A printed report was distributed detailing hospital 
visitations and home communion served as well as cards sent, and 
meals served.   The next Deacons meeting will follow church on May 20. 
 

Unfinished Business:   
Website progress:  Scott reported that John Warren and Scott are devel-
oping two possible website layouts to consider for use by the church .   
 

New Business:   
The 2018 Budget will be re-visited at the next meeting.  Elders should be 
reviewing the budget prior to that meeting.   
 

Scott presented some information from Aflac Assurance Company deal-
ing with Telemedicine and Fraud Protection.  This will not be pursued at 
this time.   
 

The Elder-Deacon training went well and there were some good discus-
sions.  Scott will be ordering some Book of Confessions.  Let him know if 
you would like a copy at a cost of $12-15. 
 

Next Session Meeting:  May 15, 2018 at 6:30 pm.   
 
 
 

Elaine Gingery 
Clerk of the Session  
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SAVE THE DATE 
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
In honor of the tenth anniversary of the Ordination 
to the Ministry of our Pastor, Scott Wipperman, 
First Presbyterian Church of Helena will honor him 
with a celebration on June 3, 2018 during our 
Morning Worship.  This will be followed by a Re-
ception in Potterôs House.  More information to fol-
low.   
A book of messages will be presented to Scott on 
June 3rd so begin writing your love letter express-
ing your thanks for all Scott does for this church.  
Letters can be placed in my box in the church of-
fice. 

Elaine Gingery 
                                 Clerk of the Session 

.wL5D9{ .¦CC9¢ 
aŀȅ н, 12-1:30 PM, 2330 E. Broadway            (ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ Ct/ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ) 
“Grandparents Raising Grandkids: Issues & Resources” 
Sponsored by AARP Montana, REGISTER - $5 catered lunch 

/w!bL¦a /!C; 
aŀȅ мс, 12-1:30 PM, 2330 E. Broadway            (ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ Ct/ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ) 
“Parkinson’s Disease & Stroke”  
Speaker: Nanette Holms, Dir. Life Enrichment, Touchmark 
Sponsored by Touchmark, AARP Montana                                 (.Ǌƻǿƴ .ŀƎ [ǳƴŎƘ) 

a¸ 59{¢Lb¸ (Estate Planning) 
aŀȅ мт, 2330 E. Broadway             (ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ Ct/ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ) 
Time:   3 sessions: (Register for all three or your choice: 
   - 10 AM - 12 PM Beginners                   /ŀƭƭΥ пом-тлур ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 
   - 2 PM - 4 PM Advanced 
   - 6 PM - 8 PM Financial & Legal Planning for Special Needs (cognitive & 
  physical) 
Marsha Goetting, PhD, MSU Extension        Cw99 
Sponsored by AARP Montana     w9DL{¢9w 
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ACTS 29: We Are the Next Chapter! 
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO ON THURSDAY NIGHTS:  

The youth group ended up starting their new series ñLife On Missionò on April 
26
th
. They had to travel around our community to continue delivering Easter Egg 
hunts to the Sunday school children on April 5

th
. They had two weeks of as a 

spring break on April 12
th
 and 19

th
.  

 

WHAT IS COMING UP SOON:  
We will be continuing our series called ñLife On Mission.ò  

During this series, students will share real-life stories about their own struggles 
with letting the gospel transform their lives and the impact surrendering to Christ 
has had on those around them. And David Platt and D.A. Horton will provide 
powerful teaching from Scripture that helps teens see how they can intentionally 
live on mission and fulfill God's ultimate purpose for their lives. We will have 
meaningful and relevant discussions following the video every week.  

The youth group has started to plan their Meals of Fortune fundraiser to help 
fund their Glacier Camp tuition for July 15-20. The meal auction will be held on 

June 3
rd
. 

If you are interested in helping to provide meals on Thursday nights for the youth 
group, please contact Carol Carpenter at (406) 461-8659 to make arrangements.  
  

- Lexsey Carpenter  

 

 
ACTS 29 Youth Group has decided to bring back Meals of 
Fortune as a fundraiser to help fund their tuitions for Glaci-
er Camp July 15-20

th
.  Meals of Fortune is when a house-

hold decides to auction off a meal for a certain amount of 
guests to join them, and at the auction someone will get to 
purchase that meal and then join that household for what-

ever meal was planned. The money from the auction will go directly to the youth 
group to fund their tuitions for camp. A total of $1,475.00 is still needed to cover 
the costs of their tuition. One childôs tuition is $295.00. Any additional funds re-
ceived will go towards our travel costs. This is a great fellowship opportunity, as 
well as being able come together as a congregation to help support the teens in 

our church in going to summer camp! 
 

Lunch will be provided at the auction by the youth group.  
 

June 24th  11:30 AM         Richardson Hall 

If you wish to auction off a meal, please contact Lexsey Carpenter 
at 406-417-0565 or Dce@fpchelena.com  

so she can prepare your information for the auction!  

mailto:Dce@fpchelena.com
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APRIL HIGHLIGHTS 

The children continued to learn basic American 
Sign Language. We have been practicing our sign-
ing every Sunday to our favorite children worship 
songs! The children decided on 4 songs to sing and 
sign at their Spring Show on June 3

rd
. They have 

all learned so much, and have warmed our hearts 
with their singing and signing. The help of the older 
kids is VERY appreciated, as they have been learn-
ing the signs alongside the young children and 

helping Nicole and I lead the children in their music. 
The children also learned in their lessons this 
month how important it is to bear good fruits to 
those around you, as it is so important to be a light 

in other peopleôs lives.  
 

MAY FORESHADOW 
The children will continue to learn basic American 
Sign Language as they prepare for their Spring 
Show on June 3

rd
. They still have one full song to 

learn, as well as catching up the children who have 
been gone from Sunday school.  

 
 

God’s Blessings Upon You, 
Lexsey Carpenter 
Director of Christian Education 

 

95¦/!¢Lhb![[¸ 
{t9!YLbD 

The children have 
been learning basic 
ASL (American 
Sign Language). 
Most know their full 
alphabet among 
signs like Lord, Je-
sus, king, worship, 
and Bible.  

bh¢L/9 
{¦b5!¸ {/Ihh[ is 
still running the full 
duration of the 
adult church ser-
vice. This allows for 
us to have worship, 
games, lesson, and 
crafts all in one 
Sunday school 
hour!  

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 
мл !a - мн ta 

DCE@fpchelena.com 

 

Brush your teeth -- comb your hair -- put on a colorful shirt  .....  it's 
Directory Picture Time!  Three Sundays in April, 
our own Les Cramer will be photographing us for 
the new Church Directory, so be sure to sign up 
next time you're in church. The sign-up sheet will 
be at the coffee table. May 6 -- after the church 
service and continuing until approximately 
12:30 pm. If none of these dates works for you, 
call Les at the church office and he will arrange a 
different time with you. Bring your kids and/or grandkids to be in 
the picture with you -- the more, the merrier! Picture packages are 
going to be offered at reasonable rates!  

mailto:DCE@fpchelena.com
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First Presbyterian Church is having VBS again!  
                June 11th - 15th  
                  12PM ï 3PM  

 

Weird Animals VBS connects with children when they 
feel different by introducing them to wonderful and 
weird animals around the world. When "weird" means 
special, unique, and one-of-a-kind, kids are reminded 

of Jesus' special love for them - and that being 
different is a GOOD thing!  

Available for all children entering grades 1-5 
Contact Lexsey Carpenter at 406-442-4775 to register 

Accepting early registration NOW! 

$10.00 Fee (No child turned away if fee cannot be paid)  

*Bingo Night -- May 18th -- 6pm at the church!  Food, fun, fellowship 
and prizes!  Bring the whole family -- Bingo is a great game for kids! 
 

*Lost Soles Hike -- Sunday, May 20th.  Meet at the Church at 2pm, 
and join in an "easy", approximately 1-to-2-hour hike with your church 
family.  Destination:  to be announced. 
 

*Mark your calendar -- July 18th -- Presbyterian Church night out at 
the Brewers' baseball game.  This is the Brewers' last year in Helena, 
so they'll appreciate our support! 

Mission Update 
Thanks so much for all of your wonderful support of One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  In total we collected $467 which enables the church to share 
God's love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing re-
lief to those affected by natural disasters, provide foot to the hungry and 
helping to empower the poor and oppressed.  This money is used global-
ly as well as helping those in need close to home. 
 

We are currently raising money for farm bundles through the Presbyteri-
an Giving Catalog.  These bundles provide people in need with a sustain-
able source of income and nourishment. The Farm Bundle includes 
chickens, goats, and other livestock, as well as seeds, tools, and training 
to help support successful farming. 
 

The Mission donation this month was to Good Samaritan.  Good Samari-
tan provides assistance to those in our community in ways that we often 
can't.  When people come to the church needing assistance, they are 
often sent to Good Samaritan for help.  

Thank you so much for all the cards and phone calls, they were an inspira-
tion and very much appreciated. The church family is such a blessing to me. 

 

.ŜǾ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ 
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AUDIO/VIDEO OPERATORS 

  6 Albright / Strasko 
13  Cramer / Strasko 
20 Strasko 
27 Moses 
 

USHERS 
  6  Linda Bench, Judy Birch 
 Mary Wright 
13 Sheryl Eriksen, Corky Lord 
 John & Carol Gneckow  
20 Elroy & Lucille Letcher 
 Matthew Richards 
27 Kathy Chambers 
 Carole Massman 
 Mary Wright 
 

COMMUNION PREPARATION 
  6  Joy Edgar 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
  6  Pending 
 

LAY LITURGISTS 
  6 Marsh Davis 
13 Arlyn ñButchò Plowman 
20 Les Cramer 
27 Patti Borsberry 
 

DEACONS ON CALL 
Need a ride, a meal or a home 
repair?  Call a Deacon on Call: 

 

Patti Borsberry (439-6442) 
Carol Gneckow  (442-9309) 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

12 Kathy & Rex Seeley 
25 Ray & Joyce Andrews 
31 Glen & Sandy Phillips 

 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Chris Goodman 
  5 Tim Borsberry 
10 Dorothy Stewart 
14 Julie Chaffee 
18 Pearle Plowman 
20 Joe Steffens 
27 Kathy Chambers 

Building and Grounds Reminders 
 

Mark your Calendar for upcoming events: 
 

May 18-19 (Fri and Sat) ï Church Rummage Sale ï Please start saving 
your treasures so we can use the funds for building improvements.  
 

June 22-23 (Fri & Sat) ï Spring cleaning of the Church.  

Esther Circle will meet May 1st at 9:30 AM at the home  
of Charlotte Meyer, 

900 Menlo Park Rd. - 449-3030 
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