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We are an Easter People

It is the time of Easter; a time of egg hunts, candy, Spring (hopefully), new

outfits, and family gatherings. Itis notthe S u n @f&agter, butthes e a sfo n
Easter, the six weeks leading up to Pentecost (May 20th this year). And this
East erisageodtdnetnremind ourselves thatweareanEast er p
(all year) - which means we are a rather odd set of folk.

We are a people open to death. Open to the death of
who we perceive (or hope) we are, in order to come alive
to the persons Christ created us to be.

In our present environment of division among people, of
assaults on democracy, of intentional lies spoken for the
expressed purpose to deceive it would be easy, even nat-
ural, to slip into despair. But, we are a people of hope.
Of hope founded upon the promise of God, revealed
through his Son that the good has already won.

Many lurk in darkness, for it helps hide our misdeeds. Rev.

Some carry out in the dark of night that which they don't  [geqtt wipperman—
want others to see or know of. Some hide their actions

behind the darkness of secrets or anonymity. But, we are a people that stand in
the light of Christ. People who stand in this bright light so that all we do can be
plainly seen, and be seen not as our creations but as the acts and wonders of
God.

We are an Easter people who respond to hate, anger and violence with the
overwhelming power of love. We are people who when insulted don’t strive
for the “one up,” but reach out the hand of compassion and empathy. We are
the people who when shouted at| i $ listen o the words, and the pain, and
the confusion, and the fear. We are the people who willingly step into the
suffering of others and journey with them to let them know they are not alone,
and that they belong.

continued next page
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St. Francis wrapped this up succinctly in a prayer:

® Where there is hatred / offense / discord / error / doubt / despair / dark-
ness / sadness let me bring love / pardon / union / truth / faith / hope / your
light / joy.

® Let me not seek as much to be consoled / understood / loved as to console /
understand / love.

® Foritisin giving / self-forgetting / pardoning / dying that one receives /
finds / is pardoned / is raised to eternal life.

And, as Easter people, we mess up, stray off the path, and just flat-out sin. But
we don’t have to carry that weight, let it go. For Christ and the prophets as-
sure us that we are a forgiven people. We repent, and strive to do better - we
are assured that in our acknowledging and asking we are truly forgiven. Christ
has taken our sin that we may | i ag teose “odd Easter people”!

Pastor Scot

SESSION NOTES
March 20, 2018

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Helena met on Tuesday, March
20, 2018 at 6:30 PM at the Church. Rev. Scott Wipperman opened with wor-
ship and communion in the sanctuary. Reverend Wipperman (Scott) moderat-
ed the meeting.

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Judy Birch, Linda Bench,
Marvin Carpenter, Mary Craigle, Dianna Goodman, Matthew Richards, Melissa
Stiles and John Warren. Excused were: Kathy Chambers, Marsha Davis, and
Marshall Gingery. Also, in attendance: Acting Clerk of the Session Rose Leavitt,
CRE Butch Plowman, Elder Elect Mary Wright and Deacon Joy Edgar.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Printed report attached. Scott reported that February
began as a strong month and ended with a whimper. February was a bad
month due to large expenses. Scott stated that at the meeting in May Session
will review the budget to see if it needs to be adjusted up or down.

CLERK'’S REPORT: Acting Clerk Rose Leavitt read thank you cards from Warm
Hearts the new ecumenical ministry of the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Associates of Helena for the new blankets and new towel sets donated to warm
the poor in Helena. There were 187 new blankets and 355 new towel sets do-
nated by the 12 participating churches. Also read were cards from Marsha An-
son, Glacier Presbytery Executive/Stated Clerk thanking the Helena Church for
the fabulous job of hosting the presbytery retreat; the Helena Music Teachers
Association expressing appreciation for use of the church for their annual Festi-
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val; and a thank you from Liz Samson for allowing her to represent the YWCA
and for the free-will offering collected at the Victorian Tea.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Administration Committee: Elder Linda Bench reported. Printed report is
attached. The church is closer to getting the credit cards. The cards will be
given to Lexsey, Scott, Les and Bruce to purchase items for the church.
Lexsey Carpenter has requested $300 from the Anderson Trust to buy Bibles
for the Youth Group. This will be discussed/decided at the next Admin
meeting. Linda stated that she would be taking over the Sunday money
counting and deposits from Lona Albright. A second key for the night deposit
box will be requested. John G will get the paperwork from the bank, so Linda
Bench can be authorized to sign checks.

Action Item: That Session concurs with the Administration Committee rec-
ommendation to contract with Jill Lloyd as an Independent Contractor for
maintaining the church's financial records and providing financial reports to
Session and to the State and Federal Governments.

During discussion about contracting with Jill Lloyd, the Session cautioned Ad-
min to seek advice drafting the contract between lJill and the church. It was
also noted during discussion that contracting with Jill Lioyd would save the
church money. The Session concurred unanimously with the recommendation
to contract with Jill Lloyd for financial services.

Building and Grounds: Elder Marvin Carpenter distributed his report and dis-
cussed briefly the issues contained in the report: Lights on outside of building
are not turning off and Marvin will be contacting the electrical company to
check out this issue; security issues regarding locking office door, checking all
entrances (7) and the main church door; the furnace has been installed and
working well and the nursery furnace was also checked and is okay for now;
the leak in the choir room has gotten worse with the snow and melting and
when it is dried someone will need to look at the roof for a solution. Marvin
will contact the insurance company to look at the damage. Marvin has a new
idea for placement of the Mission bricks and will discuss it with the Mission
team.

Education Committee: Elder Melissa Stiles stated the committee had done an
email meeting concerning a request from Lexsey for permission to do a fund-
raiser "Meal of Fortune" to raise money for camp. It will be held on June 3rd.
Since this issue is coming from committee Marvin seconded the motion which
carried. Melissa also reported that VBS has been set for June 11 - 15 and any-
one wishing to assist should contact Lexsey. Lunch will not be served this year;
however, snacks will be provided.
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Congregational Fellowship: Elder Linda Bench reported. A printed report is
attached. Issues of note were reviewed by Linda - Bingo is scheduled next on
April 20th; helping with getting the schedule of pictures to be taken during the
month of April; helping to organize the potlucks for the Inquirers Classes and
assisting Dianna with the new database.

Mission Committee: Elder Melissa Stiles distributed and discussed the Mis-
sion Committee report. Printed report is attached. Family Promise - hoping to
accept families starting March 26th; FPC’s next dates are April 29, September 2,
December 2 and will work on getting increased volunteer numbers for people
to eat/spend the night.

Personnel Committee: Elder Matthew Richards reported. There was no busi-
ness this month.

Worship Committee: Elder Dianna Goodman reported. Printed report is
attached. Dianna talked about the busy Holy Week with Maundy Thursday ser-
vice at 7 pm and Good Friday service at noon. She reminded Session members
that this is an important week in the life of the church and as leaders of our
church it is very important that we attend these services. She also discussed
the information cards which will be available in the pews Sunday to get updated
information for the database from each individual member and friend attending
church. This information will be used also for updating the pictorial directory.

Deacon Report: A printed report was distributed detailing hospital visitations
and home communion served as well as cards sent, and meals served.

Unfinished Business: Pastor Scott discussed information about a web site
which is on sale through Easter at 25% off. The cost would be approximately
$629. Itis a tool called "ShareFaith" which will assist the church in setting up
the church web page. Deb Whitcomb will select the most encompassing pack-
age. Since money has been set aside for this expenditure, John Warren stated
that Scott could just do a check request to take care of this.

Inquirer Class: Inquirers' Class Participation: An invitation about the inquir-
ers' class to be held April 29th following the 11:30 am potluck lunch will be sent
to individuals who have been attending and the latest new members. It was
suggested that Deacons and Elders be a part of this session.

Elder/Deacon Training: The Elder/Deacon training will be held on Saturday,
April 14. According to the Book of Order, Elders and Deacons are to meet to-
gether at least once per year. He said that the new Book of Order will be availa-
ble soon.

New Business: Atthe Presbytery meeting delegates voted for Glacier Presby-
tery send $2,000 worth of baby formula to Browning. Scott suggested that any-
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one who would like to send a donation to Glacier Presbytery to help with this
$2,000 expenditure it would be very much appreciated. A motion was made by
Matthew Richards and seconded by John Warren that our church do a special
offering Sunday to assist with the expenditure. Motion passed.

Next Session Meeting: April 17,2018 at 6:30 pm.

Rose Leavitt
Acting Clerk of the Session

SUNDAY FUN DAYS!

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

At the beginning of March, we started teaching the
children basic American Sign Language. We have
been practicing our signing every Sunday to our fa-
vorite children worship songs! Our lessons included
people that Jesus encountered in the Bible and how
many of them were much different than we are, but
still Jesus loved them because they are God’s chil-
dren too! We were all created in God’s likeliness and
that’s OKAY! Life would be boring if we were all
clones of one another. We discussed the special sup-
per that Jesus shared with his disciples on the night
of his arrest, and how that special supper ties in to
our communion.

APRIL FORESHADOW:

With spring upon us, we will spend April learning
about all the good fruits we can bear, and then learn
how to plant them in our community. We will reflect
upon the type of person Jesus was when he walked

on Earth, and how his greatness floods into our
World today. /

God'’s Blessings Upon You,
Lexsey Carpenter
Director of Christian Education

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday:
10AM -12 PM
DCE@fpchelena.com

NOTICE:

SUNDAY SCHOOL is
still running the full
duration of the adult
church service. This
allows for us to have
worship, games, les-
son, and crafts all in
one Sunday school
hour!

EDUCATIONALLY
SPEAKING:

The children have
been learning basic
ASL (American Sign
Language). Most
know their full alpha-
bet among signs like
Lord, Jesus, king,
worship, and Bible.

Building and Grounds Reminders:
Mark your Calendar for upcoming events:

Please start saving your treasures so we can use
the funds for building improvements.

June 22-23 (Fri & Sat) — Spring cleaning of the
Church.

May 18-19 (Fri and Sat) — Church Rummage Sale —
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ACTS 29: We Are the Next Chapter

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO ON THURSDAY NIGHTS:

Wow, we continue to be amazed by the teens in our church! They
finished their 5 week series on James, and the youth learned how to
face trials with a positive attitude, and that there is no better time to
take action than NOW!

James 1:2-4

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perse-
verance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature

and complete, not lacking anything.

We had to postpone some of our James lessons due to having a small
number of children in attendance at youth group. Strep throat reached
almost all of our youth group in the month of March.

WHAT IS COMING UP SOON:

Starting on April 5™ we will be starting a series called “Life On Mission.”
During this series, students will share real-life stories about their own
struggles with letting the gospel transform their lives and the impact
surrendering to Christ has had on those around them. And David Platt
and D.A. Horton will provide powerful teaching from Scripture that
helps teens see how they can intentionally live on mission and fulfill
God's ultimate purpose for their lives. We will have meaningful and rel-
evant discussions following the video every week.

If you are interested in helping to provide meals on Thursday nights for
the youth group, please contact Carol Carpenter at (406) 461-8659 to
make arrangements.

- Lexsey Carpenter

ACTS 29
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here alittle while; then it's gone.

-JAMES 4:14




Brush your teeth -- comb your hair -- put on a
colorful shirt ..... it's Directory Picture

Time! Three Sundays in April, our own Les
Cramer will be photographing us for the new
Church Directory, so be sure to sign up next
time you're in church. The sign-up sheet will
be at the coffee table. Choices are: April 8,
April 22, or May 6 -- after the church service
and continuing until approximately 12:30pm. If none of these
dates works for you, call Les at the church office and he will ar-
range a different time with you. Bring your kids and/or grandkids to
be in the picture with you -- the more, the merrier! Picture packag-
es are going to be offered at reasonable rates!

Mission Team Update
This month the Mission Team is supporting Good Samaritan.
They are a large portion of our budget as we often send people
who need assistance that we cannot provide to them. The

committee also voted to add Serious JuJu in Kalispell as our

"new mission" as they are providing wonderful outreach to young
people in their community. A total of $106.90 was used from Un-
designated money for fuel and a hotel stay for someone who was

waiting to get into housing.

Family Promise Update
Family Promise’s next hosting is April 29th. We are in need of
volunteers to eat with families as well as spend the night. If you
are interested, please speak with Lucille or Elaine and we will
provide information on the next training when it is made availa-
ble.

(ﬁ@nonia KOINONIA WEEKEND

If you are interested in attending Koinonia weekend, please contact
Lexsey Carpenter, Tonna Strasko, or Carol Carpenter, so you can be
sponsored for the weekend. Koinonia is a spiritual weekend that allows
you to grow in your own faith journey, worship the Lord, and make life-
long friends. The theme for this Koinonia will be the anchor.

The Bible verse for the weekend is Hebrews 6:19 (NIV).
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, both firm and secure."

9




First Presbyterian Church is havmg VBS again!
June 11" - 15%"
12PM - 3PM

Weird Animals VBS connects with children when they
feel different by introducing them to wonderful and
weird animals around the world. When "weird" means
special, unique, and one-of-a-kind, kids are reminded
of Jesus' special love for them - and that being different
s a GOOD thing!

Available for all children entering grades 1-5
Contact Lexsey Carpenter at 406-442-4775 to register
Accepting early registration NOW!
$10.00 Fee (No child turned away if fee cannot be paid)

o5 MY DESTINY

&

Families, Legacies and
Challenging Estate planning
decisions

Is A Trust for You:
When, Why, How?

Marsha Goetting, PhD
MS5U Extension

A revocable living trust can be an excellent
tool for handling some types of financial
affairs. But it is not an appropriate choice
for everyone. Before you make a decision
to establish a revocable living trust, invest
time and effort in learning what it is. Also

Thursday, April 12
2:30 4:30 PM

2330 E Broadway
(Covenant United Methodist

investigate alternative legal arrangements Church
that may accomplish your goals more Across from St Pete's
effectively, such as a durable power of Emergency)

attarney {MT199001HR), a will
(MT158906HR), or a testamentary trust.
The workshop is free,

For Information contact Fran at 442-1038

A Bridges program of
Helena Community

N

I but please register in advonce
V|

Register to reserve your ploce by calling
AARP BT 7-826-8300 provide event name
fWTy Desting), crty, dote., Must provide
minimum personal information. ]
877-8926-8300

ar

New EZ On Line Registralion;

www bridgeshec.org. Click events (ot
tap), click registration and find event
and click, complete A4RP registrationis
a

Connections, Inc. in
collaboration with

Facing Finitude

Join Melanie Trost & Karissa Bennett
Medical Social Workers from St. Pete’s Hospice
PATHWAYS BUFFET, APRIL 4, 12-1:30 pm
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5th-  Steve & Judy Bayless
10th- Newell & Bonnie Anderson
14th - Marsha Davis
16th - Dianna Goodman,
Jaclyn Foster
17th - Diane Richards
20th - Nicole Carpenter

AUDIO/VIDEO OPERATORS

21st- Dee & Judy Patton

26th - Matthew & Diane Richards
22nd - Judy Birch

24th - Carolyn Anderson

26th - Mary Lou Horne

28th - Madisyn Gard

29th - Joyce Berry

COMMUNION PREPARATION

1 Albright/Strasko
8 Cramer

15 Strasko

22 Albright/Cramer
29 Moses

USHERS
1 Linda Bench, Judy Birch
Mary Wright

8 Sheryl Eriksen, Corky Lord
John & Carol Gneckow

15 Elroy & Lucille Letcher
Matthew Richards

22 Kathy Chambers
Carole Massman
Mary Wright

29Sheryl Eriksen, Carol Stebbins
Corky Lord

1 Joy Edgar

COMMUNION SERVERS
1 Bev Donaldson
Deb Whitcomb
Arlyn “Butch” Plowman
Linda Bench

LAY LITURGISTS
1 Dianna Goodman
8 Mary Craigle
15 Arlyn “Butch” Plowman
22 Art Bumgardner
29 Les Cramer

DEACONS ON CALL
Need a ride, a meal or a home
repair? Call a Deacon on Call:

Art & Rena Bumgardner
(468-8341, 468-8342)

Ward & Mary Stiles
(443-4953)

Deacons Meeting The next Deacons meeting will

be held on Sunday, May 20,
2018 at 11:15 a.m.
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